
                                           Class 7  

                                  English Reader  

                                     Lesson – 4 

                  The Ashes That Made Trees Bloom 

 

Question & Answer :- 

1. Why did the neighbours kill the dog?  

Ans.  When the neighbours heard about the good lucks 

brought by the dog to the good old couple, they coaxed 

the dog into their garden hoping that he would find 

treasure for them. They dragged him out of doors and 

the dog scratched the ground under a pine tree. When 

they dug the group they saw that there was nothing but 

a dead kitten. They became furious at the dog, beat the 

dog, to death and buried him under the pine tree. 

2.  The old farmer is a kind person.  What evidence of 

his kindness do you find in the first two paragraphs.  

Ans. The old farmer was a kind person. He and his wife 

had a pet dog. Sincere they have no children they loved 

the dog as their own baby.  They fed him fish and boiled 



rice. He was kind to everything that had life and often 

turned the sod to give food to the birds.  

3. What did the dog do to lead the farmer to the 

hidden gold?  

Ans.  The dog came running to the farmer and kept on 

whining and running to and fro till the farmer followed 

him. The dog began,  a lively scratching. Thinking it was a 

buried born or fish the farmer struck his hoe in the earth 

and found them hidden gold.  

4. (I)  How did the spirit of the dog help the farmer 

first?  

Ans.  The spirit of the dog asked the farmer in his dream 

to cut down the pine tree over his grave and make a 

mortar for rice pastry and a mill for a bean sauce. 

        (II)  How did it help him next?  

Ans. The spirit of the dog informed the farmer in his 

dream that his wicked neighbours had burned the hand 

mill.  He advised him to take the ashes of the mill and 

sprinkle them on the withered trees and they would 

bloom again. 

5.  Why did the daimio reward the farmer but punish 

his neighbours for the same act? 



Ans.  The farmer had the magical ashes. He made the old 

withered cherry tree blossom once again by sprinkling 

the ashes.  So the daimio rewarded the farmer for this. 

When his greedy neighbours heard about it, he took the 

ashes and when the daimio was passing on the high way, 

he threw the a handful of ashes over the tree. The tree 

did not blossom and wind blew the fine dust in the noses 

and eyes of the daimio and his wife.  That why his 

neighbours were published for the same act.  


